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Leaving Care Finance Policy - What help can I get when I leave care? 
 
We want you to do the best you can and support you to become an independent adult. Every young person leaving care has different 

circumstances and therefore will need different help from Wirral Council.  

 

This policy sets out what help you could be entitled to, who from and how to make the most of it. You and your social worker or personal advisor 

will put together a Pathway Plan setting out what help you need, and what you will get.  

 

What do I have to do? 

 

Your part of the deal is to make sure that you look at all of the options of what is available to help you become independent. If you are not, any 

financial support you get will come with clear expectations about what you need to do. The help we give you and help to sort out should mean you 

would not be better off claiming benefits.  

 

Find out if you are entitled to help by using the flowchart on the next page.  

 

This policy does not cover: 

 

 Young people who are looked after on a respite care basis (less than four weeks).  

 Relevant young people who have returned home for six months or more.  

 Young people aged 16-21 who CYPD have duties but who aren’t covered by the Children (Leaving Care) Act 2000.  

 You are not eligible for help if you have returned home for a length of time longer than six weeks.  
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What is in my Pathway Plan?  

 

Your Pathway Plan will include the best way of managing your finances and who will pay for various things that are important to you. This will be 

updated when things change. Your social worker can make an assessment which can recommend for you to remain in a placement when you are 

18, if you have additional needs and require ongoing support. You should not leave accommodation until you are ready and able to cope with 

independent or semi independent living.  

 

You will be: 

 Helped to open a bank or building society account for any regular allowances to be paid into.  

 Given support to manage, organise and take responsibility for your own finances.  

 Given payments that make sure your accommodation – where you live - and maintenance needs – paying for things - are appropriately met.  

 Involved in all discussions and plans for your future.  
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Since you were 14 have you been looked after for at least 13 weeks, and for at 
least one day as a 16 year old.  The 13 weeks doesn’t have to be continuous, but it 

can’t include short break care. 

YES NO 

Are you 16 or 17 
and still in care? 

 
YES -  
You are ‘eligible’. 
See page 4.  
 
 
 
  

Are you 16 or 17 
and leaving care? 

YES - 
You were 
‘eligible’ – you 
are now 
‘relevant’.  
See page 6. 
 

Are you 18 and 
leaving care?  

Are you 16 to 21? 
Were you looked 
after the age of 
16?  

YES - You are a 
‘qualifying child’.  
See page 8.  

Have you asked the local 
authority for help after you 
returned home but the 
arrangements broke down? 

Are you 18 and 
over and have 
been ‘eligible’ or 
‘relevant’?  

 
YES - 
You are ‘former 
relevant’.  
See page 7 

Are you under 25 
and still getting 
help from Wirral 
Council?  

YES - You are ‘qualifying’ 
See page 8. 

Are you 16-21 and 
subject to a special 
guardianship order?   
Were you looked 
after immediately 
before this? 

Are you subject to a 
special 
guardianship order? 
Did the SGO come 
into force before 
you were 16? 

A care leaver is: 
  

 Young person aged 16 and 17 who was formerly 
looked after for a period of 13 weeks, which began 
after the age of 14 and ended after the age of 16 – a 
‘relevant young person’ 

 Or a young person aged 18 or over who was looked 
after before they were 18 for 13 weeks which began 
after the age of 14 and ended after the age of 16 – a 
‘former relevant young person’ 

 If you have been looked after and have turned 16, but 
have been looked after for less than thirteen weeks 
then you are a ‘qualifying young person’. 

Did you become looked after 
for the first time after your 
16th birthday for at least 13 
weeks? 
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What help can I get? 
 
I am an…eligible young person living in residential or foster care  
 
- Accommodation – you will get money to pay for the full cost of where you will live. You may also get help until the school year when you turn 18.  

- Income maintenance – you will get an allowance which will be part of your placement plans, plus any help to claim benefits if you are entitled 

- Incentive payments – if you achieve full attendance at your training or employment you could get up to £10 a week, as well as a travel pass 

- Educational materials or books – you will get money to buy all the equipment you need to do well on your course.  

- Other education or training costs – if you go on trips as part of your course, you will get money to pay for these. 

- Contact – any costs of contact with family or other important people will be covered. 

- Clothes – if you are in placement your care will provide an allowance for clothing, or if you live in the community £20 a month for clothes. 

- Hobbies, sport or leisure – your placement or carer will meet the costs for any activity or hobby. 

- Driving lessons – if you have a provisional driving licence and driving will help you get to work or training, you can have 15 lessons paid for. 

- Holidays – you can get a grant for a yearly holiday with carers, friends or alone. This will be in your placement or Pathway Plan.  

- Birthdays and Christmas – you will get a birthday and Christmas allowance to enjoy these special occasions. 

- Childcare – if you need help with childcare to start training or a job your personal advisor will look into the best way to do this. 

- Counselling – your Pathway Plan will set out if you need any help to get counselling if it is not available through the NHS.  

- Health – you are entitled to quality health care, and funding will be applied for if you need help outside of the NHS.   

- Cultural or religious needs – any costs will be agreed in your Pathway Plan and paid for by the department. 

- Special needs – your needs assessment and Pathway Plan will set out any special needs and who will pay for any costs. 

- Savings – if you have over £3000 in the bank your weekly allowance will be reduced by £1 for every £250 over this £3000 up to £8000.  

- Living with partners – CYPD remain responsible for you even if you are living with a partner. 

- Young people in detention and training – you will receive an allowance of £20 a month. 
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I am an …eligible child in independent, semi independent or living with parents 

 

- Young people should not leave Wirral Council accommodation until they are ready and able to cope with independent or semi independent 

living. 

- Young people should be at the centre of discussions and plans for their future. 

- Wirral Council has a responsibility to act as a ‘good parent’ to all young people.  

 

Eligible young people should have the same help or access to help as young people of a similar age who are in the same situation. See the next 

page for the services available to this group of young people.  
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I am a …relevant young person 
 
- Accommodation costs – your Pathway Plan will set out the cost of where you live and what will be paid for. 

- Income maintenance – if you are in education or training or do not have a job, you will get a weekly allowance. If you do have a job your wages 

will be topped up to make sure you have a minimum amount.  

- Savings - if you have over £3000 in the bank your weekly allowance will be reduced by £1 for every £250 over this £3000 up to £8000. 

- Incentive payments - if you achieve full attendance at your training or employment you could get up to £10 a week, as well as a travel pass 

- Travel costs – you will get a weekly bus pass to get to work, school or college.  

- Educational materials or books – if you are not eligible for the 16-19 Bursary you will get money to buy all the equipment you need to do well on 

your course. 

- Other education costs – if you go on trips as part of your course, you will get money to pay for these. 

- Contact - any costs of contact with family or other important people will be covered as part of your Pathway Plan. 

- Clothes – you will get an allowance of £60 every four months to spend on clothes, which works out at £20 a month.  

- Hobbies, sport or leisure – if your Pathway Plan identifies an activity that would cost you too much to do, funding can be applied for. 

- Driving lessons - if you have a provisional driving licence and driving will help you get to work or training, you can have 15 lessons paid for. 

- Holidays - you can get a grant for a yearly holiday with carers, friends or alone. This will be in your Pathway Plan. 

- Birthdays – you will get a gift every year for your birthday. 

- Christmas - you will get a Christmas allowance to enjoy this special occasion. 

- Special needs - your needs assessment and Pathway Plan will set out any special needs and who will pay for any costs. 

- Childcare – your personal advisor will help you find the best childcare as part of your Pathway Plan. 

- Religious or cultural needs - any costs will be agreed in your Pathway Plan and paid for by the department. 

- Young people in detention - you will receive an allowance of £20 a month. 

- Young people living with partners - CYPD remain responsible for you even if you are living with a partner. 
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I am a…former relevant young person 
 
- ‘Staying Put’ -  if you are in foster care, and you and your carer agree, then you may be able to carry on living there as part of a ‘Staying Put’ 

arrangement after your 18th birthday. You may also be able to ‘Stay Put’ if you are in placement and studying or training when you are 18.  Your 

carer will receive a ‘Staying Put’ allowance for you in place of a fostering allowance. This is something you can discuss with your social worker or 

personal advisor.  

- Young people with disabilities – your needs will be met through the Pathway Planning or Community Care Assessment process. 

- If you are a former relevant young person you are entitled to all of the financial assistance a young person of your age is entitled to, such as 

benefits.  

- If your social worker or personal advisor carries out an assessment and finds that due to your needs it is in your best interests to remain in a 

LAC placement upon reaching 18 – you may be able to get additional support.  

- If you are 19 and in further education which started after your 19th birthday you may be given help with accommodation, maintenance (everyday 

things), travel costs, educational materials and childcare costs.  

- Birthday and Christmas – if you have a Pathway Plan you will receive gifts for your 18th to 21st birthdays, as well as a Christmas gift of money.  

- Training and further education – you may be entitled to incentive payments of up to £10 per week, help paying for lunches up to £10 per week, 

help with living near to your placement and help with travel costs.  

 

Accommodation – where I will live 

  

 If you are 18+ and in further education or training, unemployed and actively looking for work, sick or disabled or on a low income you can 

claim Housing Benefit.  

 If you are 19+ and in further education you are not entitled to Housing Benefit but may be able to get help with the cost of where you live.  

 If you are 19+ and in training, unemployed and actively seeking work, sick disable or on low income you are entitled to claim Housing 

Benefit.  
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I am a…care leaver entering higher education – what do I need to do before I start higher education? 
 

 You need to apply through student finance for the available help with money for university.  

 You should also apply for additional bursaries and scholarships which is extra money that you do not have to pay back. Each higher 

education institution is different so look at what is available.  

 You will also have a financial assessment from CYPD and your personal advisor will plan how your bursary from Children’s Social Care will 

be paid to you, either in a lump sum or in instalments.  

 If you are to stay with your carers while studying a higher education course Wirral Council will pay a ‘Staying Put’ allowance to your 

carers. You will need to apply for maintenance loan and grants to pay towards rent.  

 You are encouraged to take on holiday work to help pay for your social life while at university. You will also be given any money to pay for 

the cost of halls of residence if your loans and grants do not cover it in full.  

 Your Pathway Plan will set out what extra expenses your loans and grants do not cover and Children’s Social Care will top these up. This 

covers things such as living expenses, bills, travel, educational materials and equipment, uniforms, stationery etc.  

 

- Former relevant young people are encouraged to have a job.  

- Contact - your Pathway Plan will set out arrangements for contact and costs will be met by CYPD if you do not have the means to pay for them.  

- Clothes – you may be given help in ‘one off payments’.  

- Hobbies - if your Pathway Plan identifies an activity that would cost you too much to do, funding may be available which you can apply for. 

- Religious or cultural needs - any costs will be agreed in your Pathway Plan and met by CYPD if you are on a low income.  

- Health – if you are on a low income and your health costs are not met through the NHS or benefits you can apply to CYPD for assistance.  

 
 
 
 
 

I am a ….qualifying young person 
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Young people who are leaving care are eligible to claim Income Support and Housing Benefit. There may be times when you have problems with 

money for example delays in processing any claims. Payments can be made in these situations if they are agreed by the team manager of the 

Leaving Care service.  

 

Employment, education and training up to the age of 24 years where connected to a course of education or training.  

 

Care leavers will be given help to make sure you have enough money to get to work, school, college or training. You can also request help for 

essential items of equipment that you need to successfully complete the course. You can have support up to the age of 24 if you are in education 

or training.  

 

Help for young people subject to a special guardianship order (SGO)  

 

An SGO is a court order which gives the person caring for you clear, long term responsibilities for looking after you. If you were looked after 

immediately before being subject to a SGO you can get advice and the right resources to make sure you can attend work, school, college, higher 

education or training. You could receive payments while you are in full time education and training after the age of 18, which would cover the 

costs of where you live and maintenance costs.  

 

These payments will stop if you:  

  stop living with your special guardian    get a full time job   get benefits in your own right   get a full time job 

 

CYPD will help with either money or help finding somewhere for you to stay during the holidays if you are 16-24 in higher education or residential 

further education.  

 

Emergency Payments 
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Wirral Council is expected to think and act as a ‘good parent’. This means keeping emergency payments to a minimum however making sure that 

wherever possible emergency help is provided by buying food or offering food vouchers rather than cash. If you are given cash you can provide 

receipts showing the money has been spent responsibly. 

 

First Home Grants  

 

The First Home Grant is a grant to help you live independently for the first time. It can be up to a maximum of £2000.  

 

When it is agreed between you and your personal advisor as part of your Pathway Plan that you are ready for independence or semi 

independence, a suitable place to live is identified. Your personal advisor will help with the buying of what you need.  

 

Your personal advisor or support worker will put together a list of essential items and the estimated cost and show it to the Pathway Team 

manager for approval. Your personal advisor or support worker will buy the goods for you. 

 

16-19 Bursary Fund  

 

The 16-19 Bursary Fund is for looked after children or those under a care order attending school or college. You may also get rewards for full 

attendance. You could be eligible for at least £1200. To receive this bursary you will have to agree with the certain standards set by the school, 

academy, college, or training provider. Your bursary will cover things like: 

 

 meals while attending      field trips and other course related costs 

 transport       costs of attending university interviews and open days 

 books and equipment 


